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more or less eventless. He writes about them in his autobiography :
" I liked the life of a soldier. The sense of willing subordination suited my temperament. I was preceded by a reputation of being restless, a fire-eater, a radical, a revolutionist. Consider then the astonishment of the Captain, the Major and my Colonels who were compelled to speak of me with praise ! It was rny opportunity to show serenity of spirit and strength of character.
" Verona, where my regiment was garrisoned, was, and always will remain, a dear Venetian city, reverberating with the past, filled with suggestive beauties. It found in my own temperament an echo of infinite resonance. I enjoyed its aromas as a man, but also as a private soldier I entered with vim into all the drill and the most difficult exercises. I found an affectionate regard for the mass, for the whole, made up of individuals, for its manoeuvres, and the tactics, the practices of defence and attack.
" My capacity was that of a simple soldier ; but I used to weigh the character, abilities and individualities of those who commanded me.